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GOVERNING DOCUMENT (formerly CONSTITUTION ) 

The Name of the Charity

The name of the charity shall be the Royston Photographic Society.

The purposes of the Charity are:

1. To advance the education of the public in the art, science and practice of photography.
1. To promote public appreciation of photography as an artistic and creative medium.
1. To provide opportunities for people of all ages and backgrounds to develop photographic, visual and image-processing skills through education, training and practical experience.
1. To advance community participation in the arts by encouraging the creation, exhibition and sharing of photographic work for the benefit of the public.

In furtherance of these purposes, the Charity may organise lectures, workshops, practical activities, exhibitions, competitions, demonstrations, visits and other educational or artistic events as the Trustees consider appropriate.

Other activities undertaken in furtherance of the Charity's purposes include:
· provision of free photographic services to local community groups
· free displays of members photography in libraries, medical centres and community venues.


General Rules of the Charity
1.  Membership of the Society implies the undertaking to comply with and abide by the rules.
2.  The annual subscription shall be fixed for the following season at the Annual General Meeting and be payable during the first four meetings of the season.
3.  The Officers shall consist of a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and other specific post-holders as agreed at the Annual General Meeting.4.  The affairs of the club shall be managed by a Committee consisting of the Officers plus other members as may be agreed at the Annual General Meeting, all to be elected annually. The Committee shall have a maximum membership of fifteen.
5.  All Officers and Committee members are eligible for re-election each year.
6.   Special meetings may be convened on a requisition signed by at least ten ordinary members, stating the reason and sent to the Secretary at least fourteen days before the date proposed.
7.  At Committee meetings, four members and Chairman shall form a quorum, and at a general meeting half of the club membership.
8.  The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings and conduct the correspondence of the Club. The Treasurer shall collect all subscriptions and monies due after authorisation by the Committee. At the end of each club year, a Balance Sheet shall be drawn up by the Treasurer and audited. A report on the financial position of the Club shall be made to the Committee by the Treasurer every three months.
9.  Visitors are welcome at the club at any time and may attend three meetings before a subscription becomes due. Their names shall be entered in the register of attendance which is maintained by a member of the Club Committee.
The following shall not be admitted as visitors:
· Former members who have been expelled.
· Members who are under suspension.
10.  A member may be expelled or asked to resign from the Club at the decision of the Committee. The Committee can request a member to appear before it, provided that where any accusations or charge is made the member shall be given full and reasonable opportunity to put forward a defence and bring witnesses at a later meeting. Any member expelled or asked to resign shall have the right of appeal to a Special General Meeting called for the purpose.
All Committee proceedings and those of any Special General Meeting called under this rule shall be treated as privileged and confidential.
11.  The name of any member whose subscription is more than four meetings in arrear at the start of the season may be removed from the list by order of the Committee after a request for the subscription has been made.
12.  Members are expected to respect the property and facilities provided by the Club at all times.
13.  Members who are under 16 must be accompanied to all meetings by a responsible adult who must also be a paid-up member of the club. Members who are over 16, but under 18, may attend unaccompanied, but parental permission must be given.
14.  No alteration of, or addition to, these rules shall be made except by the Annual General Meeting or a Special Meeting called in accordance with Rule 7, provided always that no alteration shall be made which would have the effect of causing the Society to cease to be a charity in law.
15.  In the event of dissolution a Special General Meeting shall be called at which a liquidator shall be appointed and a decision made then or subsequently as to the disposal of any Club assets. Such resolution may give instruction for the disposal of any assets held by or in the name of the Society, provided that if any property remains after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the Society, but shall be given or transferred to such other charitable institution or charitable institutions having purposes similar to some or all of the purposes of the Society as the Society may determine and if and insofar as effect cannot be given to this provision then some other charitable purpose.
16.  Propositions for alterations, additions or deletions to these rules shall only be accepted if seconded by an eligible member.  All propositions for alterations, additions or deletions to rules shall be carried only if at least two-thirds of those voting, vote in favour of the proposition , provided always that no alteration shall be made which would have the effect of causing the Society to cease to be a charity in law.

17.  The financial year of the Society shall end on 30th April.  All subscriptions are due on the 1st September each year at a rate set by the Committee.

Funds and other property of the Society shall not be distributed among members, save as legitimate out of pocket expenses incurred in the running of the Society, but shall be applied towards the furtherance of the charity’s objects or any other charitable purpose.
18.  Members wishing to resign from the Club shall notify the Secretary of the Society in writing.
19.  The Committee may alter existing regulations and introduce supplementary regulations as it from time to time deems expedient, provided always that no alteration shall be made which would have the effect of causing the Society to cease to be a charity in law.
20.  All equipment and funds owned by the Society shall remain the property of the Society. In the event of the dissolution of the Society all the assets of the society shall be disposed of as decided at, or by an extra ordinary General Meeting of the Society. Any such decision for the disposal of any assets held by or in the name of the Society, provided that if any property remains after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the Society, but shall be given or transferred to such other charitable institution or charitable institutions having objects similar to some or all of the objects of the Society as the Society may determine


Signed by Peter D Andrew		Status  Chairperson


Date of Acceptance  10th August 2026
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